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4 different configurations, rearranged every 4 
months
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HistoryHistory
Radio Astronomy:

Nicola Tesla in Colorado Springs (1900)

Karl Guthe Jansky with Bell Laboratories (1930’s)

Interferometry:
Bolton and Gordon Stanley at Caltech-

work with Sea 
Interferometers

Martin Ryle’s group in Cambridge 
(1946)
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Sciences Panel formed
1967- First proposal to build 
the VLA
1972- Project approved by 
congress
1973- Construction begins
1975- First antenna placed
1980- Formal dedication of 
the VLA
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HistoryHistory
The Very Large Array:

Total Cost: $78,578,000, 
roughly $1/taxpayer in 1972
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The Crab Nebula:The Crab Nebula:



Spiral Galaxy:Spiral Galaxy:



The Sun:The Sun:



Cassiopeia A:Cassiopeia A:



The Expanded VLA (EVLA):The Expanded VLA (EVLA):
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